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Charity Contact Information

Name: St. Matthew's Churches

Address: Post Office Box 3036

Tulsa, OK 74101
Phone: 918-582-7167
Web Address: www.saintmatthewschurches.com

also known as: Prayer By Letters

BBB Wise Giving Alllance Comments

Affiliates: None

13:10.."

Year, State Incorporated: 1977, Oklahoma

Interested in supporting the work
of the BRB Wise Giving Alliance?

Make a donation now
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Stated Purpose: "The principle mission of the Church is following the dictates of St. Mark

BB& Wise Glving Alllance Camment

Despita written BBB Wise Giving Alllance requests in the past yaar, this

organizalion has declinad to be evatuated in relation o the Alllance’s Standards for
Charity Accountability. While participation in the Alllance's charity review efforts is
veluntary, the Alliance belleves that fallure to participate may demansirate a lack of

commiiment to transparency. Without the requasied informalion, the Alliance

cannot determine if ihis charity adheres fo the Standards for Gharity Accouniability.



A charity's willing disclosure of Information beyond that typically Included in its
financial stalemeanis and government filings Is, In the Alllance's view, an expresslon
of vpenness that strengthens public trust in the charitable sector.

The BBB Wise Giving Alliance reports on national charities and determines if they
meet 20 voluntary standards on matlers such as charity finances, appeals, and
governance. The Alllance does not evaluate the worthiness of tha charitable
program.

Charity Response

In rasponse o the Alllance's request for Information, St, Matthew's stated, in par, that:

“St. Matthew's Churches is & church, not a charity. The Church at no time makes any
charilable outreach in any of its lilerature that It sends aut, and the Church never
makes any representalicns as ta any charitable use of its funds. The Chusch does
provide lis members, as all churches da, an opparunity to worshlp through Gihes and
offerings, yet the Church never makes donations a requisits for membership in the
Ghurch or a raquirement for recelving the Churches® literature. Tha Church provides
averything to the public for free. While some churches have subsldiary refigious
organizations that are charities and are subject to reporling requirements, this Church
has no such entity ar subsidlary.

In addition to conducting its weekly Church services, the Church malls millions af
piaces of religious mall nalionwide annually and is mindful of the fact that the Better
Business Bureau recelves numerous complaints concernlng the Churches' mall
sermans...Any person wha asks that their name be removed from the Churches’
maiting JIst will have thelr name immedlately removed. They may receive one or two
additional sermons which were aleeady In the malling system.”

Tie Alliance notes that both the Alliance and BBBs from across the couniry have received
public inquiries from Individuzals who have recelved direct mall letiers from this organization.

Tax Status

This organization Is tax-exempt under section 501{c)(3) of the Intemal
Revenue Code. It Is eligible to recelve conidbutions deductible as
charilable donations for federal income tax purposes.

Complzinis

Number of campiaints processed by the BEB in the fast 36 months: 107

Mailing List Removal

The organization addressed the complaint issues brought to its atiention: 98

The arganization did not address the complaint issues brought o its aftention: 9

(Thase complaints Invoive individuals seaking to have thelr name and address removed fram
Ihe organization’s malling list.)

An arganizalion may changs its practices at any time without notice.

A copy of this report has been shared with the organization pror to publication. It is not
intended to recommend or depracate, and Is furnished solely 1o assist you in exercising your
own Judgment. The name BBB Wise Giving Alllance Is & reglstered service mark of the BBA
Wise Giving Alliance



